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The patience of God has an object, but you are defeating it. He is allowing a state of things to come that you would fain see counteracted
by and by, but it will be too late. God commanded Elijah to anoint the cruel and deceitful Hazael king over Syria, that he might be a
scourge to idolatrous Israel. Who knows whether God will not give you up to the deceptions you love? Who knows but that the preachers
who are faithful, firm, and true may be the last who shall offer the gospel of peace to our unthankful churches? It may be that the
destroyers are already training under the hand of Satan and only wait the departure of a few more standard-bearers to take their places,
and with the voice of the false prophet cry, Peace, peace," when the Lord hath not spoken peace. | seldom weep, but now | find my eyes
blinded with tears; they are falling upon my paper as | write. It may be that erelong all prophesyings among us will be at an end, and the
voice which has stirred the people may no longer disturb their carnal slumbers.

When God shall work His strange work on the earth, when holy hands bear the ark no longer, woe will be upon the people. Oh, that thou
hadst known, even thou, in this thy day, the things that belong unto thy peace! Oh, that our people may, as did Nineveh, repent with all
their might and believe with all their heart, that God may turn away His fierce anger from them.

I am filled with pain and anguish as | see parents conforming to the world and allowing their children to meet the worldly standard at such
a time as this. I am filled with horror as the condition of families professing present truth is opened before me. The profligacy of youth
and even children is almost incredible. Parents do not know that secret vice is destroying and defacing the image of God in their children.
The sins which characterized the Sodomites exist among them. The parents are responsible; for they have not educated their children to
love and obey God. They have not restrained them nor diligently taught them the way of the Lord. They have allowed them to go out and
to come in when they chose, and to associate with worldlings. These worldly influences which counteract parental teaching and authority
are to be found largely in so-called good society. By their dress, looks, amusements, they surround themselves with an atmosphere which
is opposed to Christ. Our only safety is to stand as God's peculiar people. We must not yield one inch to the customs and fashions of this

degenerate age, but stand in moral independence, making no compromise with its corrupt and idolatrous practices. {Testimonies Volume 5,
Pg.77-78}

For the disheartened there is a sure remedy,--faith, prayer, work. Faith and activity will impart assurance and satisfaction that will increase
day by day. Are you tempted to give way to feelings of anxious foreboding or utter despondency? In the darkest days, when appearances
seem most forbidding, fear not. Have faith in God. He knows your need. He has all power. His infinite love and compassion never weary.
Fear not that He will fail of fulfilling His promise. He is eternal truth. Never will He change the covenant He has made with those who
love Him. And He will bestow upon His faithful servants the measure of efficiency that their need demands. {Prophets and Kings, pp. 164, 165}

There is but one genuine cure for spiritual laziness, and that is work,--working for souls who need your help. {Testimonies Volume 4 Pg. 236}
This is the recipe that Christ has prescribed for the fainthearted, doubting, trembling soul. Let the sorrowful ones, who walk mournfully
before the Lord, arise and help someone who needs help {Testimonies Volume 6, Pg. 266} Christians who are constantly growing in
earnestness, in zeal, in fervor, in love,--such Christians never backslide. {Review and Herald, June 7, 1887}

It is those who are not engaged in this unselfish labor who have a sickly experience, and become worn out with struggling, doubting,
murmuring, sinning, and repenting, until they lose all sense as to what constitutes genuine religion. They feel that they cannot go back to
the world, and so they hang on the skirts of Zion, having petty jealousies, envyings, disappointments, and remorse. They are full of fault
finding, and feed upon the mistakes and errors of their brethren. They have only a hopeless, faithless, sunless experience in their religious
life. {Review and Herald, Sept. 2, 1890}

We must not become weary or faint-hearted. It would be a terrible loss to barter away enduring glory for ease, convenience, and
enjoyment, or for carnal indulgences. A gift from the hand of God awaits the overcomer. Not one of us deserves it; it is gratuitous on His
part. Wonderful and glorious will be this gift, but let us remember that "one star differeth from another star in glory." But as we are urged
to strive for the mastery, let us aim, in the strength of Jesus, for the crown heavy with stars. "They that be wise shall shine as the
firmament, and they that win many to righteousness as the stars forever and ever." {Review and Herald, Oct. 25, 1881}

The Lord at His coming will scrutinize every talent; He will demand interest on the capital He has intrusted. By His own humiliation and
agony, by His life of toil and His death of shame, Christ has paid for the service of all who have taken His name and profess to be His
servants. {Testimonies Volume 9, Pg. 104} For more information or to view live sermons, visit www.thepresenttruth.org or call (661)274-2390
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