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The people were to be impressed that everything connected with the service of God must be regarded with the greatest reverence…. 
The Lord said to Moses, "Go unto the people, and sanctify them today and tomorrow, and let them wash their clothes, and be ready 
against the third day: for the third day the Lord will come down in the sight of all the people upon Mount Sinai." During these 
intervening days all were to occupy the time in solemn preparation to appear before God. Their person and their clothing must be 
freed from impurity. And as Moses should point out their sins, they were to devote themselves to humiliation, fasting, and prayer, that 
their hearts might be cleansed from iniquity.   
      
The preparations were made, according to the command; and in obedience to a further injunction, Moses directed that a barrier be 
placed about the mount, that neither man nor beast might intrude upon the sacred precinct. If any ventured so much as to touch it, the 
penalty was instant death. {Patriarchs and Prophets Pg.304} 
 
A prayer meeting will always tell the true interest of the church members in spiritual and eternal things. The prayer meeting is as the 
pulse to the body; it denotes the true spiritual condition of the church. A lifeless, backslidden church has no relish for the prayer 
meetings. {Selections from Testimonies to the Managers and Workers in our Institutions Pg. 149} 
 
The church must pray often.--Jesus prayed! The Majesty of Heaven prayed! He wept in behalf of man. Prayer, faithful, earnest prayer 
will move the arm that moves the world. The minister of Christ must pray if he would have the refreshing from the presence of God. 
The church must pray much if they would walk in the light, as He is in the light. {Sign of the Times January 15, 1880} 

 
Many declare that it is certainly no harm to go to a concert and neglect the prayer-meeting, or absent themselves from meetings where 
God's servants are to declare a message from heaven. It is safe for you to be just where Christ has said He would be. Those who 
appreciate the words of Christ will not turn aside from the prayer-meeting, or from the meeting where the Lord's messenger has been 
sent to tell them concerning things of eternal interest. Jesus has said, "Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I 
in the midst of them." Can you afford to choose your pleasure and miss the blessing? It is indulgence in these things that has a telling 
influence not only on your own life and character, but upon the life and character of your associates. If all who profess to be followers 
of Christ would be so in deed and in truth, they would have the mind of Christ, and would work the works of God. They would resist 
temptation to indulge self, and would show that they do not enjoy the frivolous pleasure of the world more than the privilege of 
meeting with Christ in the social meeting. They would then have a decided influence upon others, and lead them to follow their 
example. {Youth Instructor April 23, 1912} 
 
Those really seeking for communion with God will be seen in the prayer meeting. There is necessity for diligence in prayer; let 
nothing hinder you. Make every effort to keep open the communion between Jesus and your own soul. Seek every opportunity to go 
where prayer is wont to be made. Those who are really seeking for communion with God will be seen in the prayer meeting, faithful to 
do their duty and earnest and anxious to reap all the benefits they can gain. They will improve every opportunity of placing themselves 
where they can receive the rays of light from heaven. {Steps to Christ Pg. 98} 
 
Effective prayer meeting results when each who attends feels personally responsible for its success. Before leaving home, go to God in 
secret prayer. Plead with Him for His blessing, and He who "seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly." With your heart softened by 
the love of Jesus, go to the meeting, feeling that you are personally responsible for its success. If but few attend, you should feel under 
double responsibility. You are in the service of God, and should do what you can with your talent, tact, and skill to make His worship 
interesting. {Sign of the Times December 4, 1884} 
 
The prayer meetings should be the most interesting gatherings that are held; but these are frequently poorly managed. Many attend 
preaching, but neglect the prayer meeting. Here, again, thought is required. Wisdom should be sought of God, and plans should be laid 
to conduct the meetings so that they will be interesting and attractive. The people hunger for the Bread of Life. If they find it at prayer 
meeting, they will go there to receive it. {Testimonies Volume 4 Pg.70} 
 
How can I endure the thought that most of the youth in this age will come short of everlasting life! Oh, that the sound of instrumental 
music might cease and they no more while away so much precious time in pleasing their own fancy. Oh, that they would devote less 
time to dress and vain conversation, and send forth their earnest, agonizing prayers to God for a sound experience. There is great 
necessity for close self-examination in the light of God's Word; let each one raise the inquiry: "Am I sound, or am I rotten at heart? 



Am I renewed in Christ, or am I still carnal at heart, with a new dress put on the outside?" Rein yourself up to the great tribunal, and in 
the light of God examine to see if there be any secret sin that you are cherishing, any idol that you have not sacrificed. Pray, yes, pray 
as you have never prayed before, that you may not be deluded by Satan's devices, that you may not be given up to a heedless, careless, 
vain spirit, and attend to religious duties to quiet your own conscience.  {Testimonies Volume 2, Pg. 144} 

      
God's word is full of rich promises to the youth who will fight the good fight of faith. But those who enlist in this service must 
remember that it is a daily warfare; for our great enemy will put forth every effort, he will build up every barrier possible, to prevent 
us from trusting the "Thus saith the Lord." He would lead us to question God's word; but it is our privilege to gain the victory over 
him. Our work is to "resist the devil," not harbor his doubts; and if we do this, the promise is, "He shall flee from you."   
      
But the question is often asked, How can I resist Satan? There is only one way by which you can do this, and that is by faith, taking 
Christ as your helper, and pleading with him for strength. When Satan suggests doubt to your soul, when he tells you that you are too 
unworthy, too sinful, to realize the blessing of God, present Christ before him as your Advocate and Saviour. Tell him you know that 
you are a sinner, but that Jesus came to seek and save that which was lost. He came "not to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance." Repeat his promises: "Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out." "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." "Let him take hold of my strength, that he may make peace with me; and he 
shall make peace with me." "Whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive," Be simple-hearted enough to believe these 
promises of God. When Satan comes to you, and tells you that because you are unhappy, perplexed, and troubled, you are not a child 
of God, do not become discouraged for one moment, but gird up the loins of your mind. Let your heart repose in God. He has 
promised that if you come to him, you shall find rest to your soul; and if you have done this, rest assured that he will fulfill his word in 
you.  {Youth Instructor, July 8, 1897} 
      
It is said of Abraham that he believed God, and his faith was counted to him for righteousness. At the call of God, he left his country 
and people, and went out, "not knowing whither he went." "He looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is 
God." Moses, also, through faith, esteemed the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he had respect unto 
the recompense of reward. Job, in the midst of his great loss and bodily suffering, could say, "For I know that my Redeemer liveth, 
and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth. . . . Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another." 
And the dying words of the apostle Paul were: "I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but 
unto all them also that love his appearing."  {Ibid Paragraph 3} 
      
Many pass long years in darkness and doubt because they do not feel as they desire. But feeling has nothing to do with faith. That faith 
which works by love and purifies the soul is not a matter of impulse. It ventures out upon the promises of God, firmly believing that 
what he has said, he is able also to perform. Our souls may be trained to believe, taught to rely upon the word of God. That word 
declares that "the just shall live by faith," not by feeling. The word of God nowhere gives the least encouragement to the ease-loving, 
indolent, unbelieving soul. In the Scriptures the necessity of earnest effort is constantly kept before us; the battle must be fought 
before the victory is won. We must strive to enter in at the strait gate; we must run with patience the race set before us. Jesus died, 
dear youth, not to save you in your sins, but from your sins. {Ibid Paragraph 4} 
 
There is need, not merely of a revival, but of a reformation. Every church needs to be stirred as never before. When the great light that 
God has given shines forth through human agencies, a great work will be done. In demonstration of the Spirit, and with power, the 
truth will be revealed in clear, distinct lines. But this work must begin in the home… A revival and a reformation must take place, 
under the ministration of the Holy Spirit. Revival and reformation are two different things. Revival signifies a renewal of spiritual life, 
a quickening of the powers of mind and heart, a resurrection from spiritual death. Reformation signifies a reorganization, a change in 
ideas and theories, habits and practices. Reformation will not bring forth the good fruit of righteousness unless it is connected with the 
revival of the Spirit. Revival and reformation are to do their appointed work, and in doing this work they must blend. {Review and Herald, 
Feb. 25, 1902}                                                               
 
Satan well knows that all whom he can lead to neglect prayer and the searching of the Scriptures, will be overcome by his attacks. 
Therefore he invents every possible device to engross the mind. {The Great Controversy, Pg. 519} Those who will put on the whole armor of 
God and devote some time every day to meditation and prayer and to the study of the Scriptures will be connected with heaven and 
will have a saving, transforming influence upon those around them. {Testimonies, vol. 5, Pg. 112} 
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