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“Oh, what a description! How many there are in this fearful condition. I earnestly entreat every minister to study diligently the
third chapter of Revelation, for in it is portrayed the condition of things existing in the last days. Study carefully every verse
in this chapter, for through these words Jesus is speaking to you.” {Manuscript Releases, Volume 18, 193}

“In all the land saith the Lord; TWO PARTS therein shall be cut off, and die; but the THIRD shall be left therein. God says he will
bring the THIRD PART through the fire, and refine them. They shall call upon him, and he will hear them. He will say IT IS MY
PEOPLE; and they shall say the LORD IS MY GOD.’ First part, SARDIS, the nominal church or Babylon. Second part, Laodicea,
the nominal Adventist. Third part, Philadelphia, the only true church of God on earth, for they ask to be translated to the city of
God. Revelation 3:12; Hebrews 12:22-24. In the name of Jesus, | exhort you again to flee from the Laodiceans, as from Sodom and
Gomorrah. Their teachings are false and delusive; and lead to utter destruction. Death! DEATHI!!* eternal DEATH!!! is on their
track. Remember Lot’s wife.” {Joseph Bates, Review and Herald, Volume 1, November 1850}

“The state of the Church represented by the foolish virgins, is also spoken of as the Laodicean state.” {Review and Herald, August 19,
1890.}

“Sardis not only represents ‘those escaping’ or ‘that which remains’ after the great apostasy and terrible persecutions of the Middle
Ages, but some authorities believe that the word ardis means ‘remnant’ of ‘an escaped few,” and therefore represent Protestantism
after what was vital in it had evaporated so that there are only a few faithful ones remaining. There would be a ‘remnant” who would
continue the work of reform even after the Reformation had waned and Protestantism in general was dead. There would be ‘a few
names,” or ‘a few souls’ {Moffatt}, in Sardis who had ‘not defiled their garments.” {Taylor Bunch, The Seven Epistles of Christ, 186}

All heaven watched with the deepest interest the reception of the message. But many who profess to love Jesus, and who shed tears as
they read the story of the cross, instead of receiving the message with gladness, are stirred, with anger, and deride the good news of
Jesus' coming, and declare it to be delusion. They would not fellowship those who loved his appearing, but hated them, and shut them
out of the churches. Those who rejected the first message could not be benefited by the second, and were not benefited by the
midnight cry, which was to prepare them to enter with Jesus by faith into the Most Holy place of the heavenly Sanctuary. And by
rejecting the two former messages, they can see no light in the third angel's message, which shows the way into the Most Holy place. |
saw that the nominal churches, as the Jews crucified Jesus, had crucified these messages, and therefore they have no knowledge of the
move made in heaven, or of the way into the Most Holy, and they cannot be benefited by the intercession of Jesus there. Like the
Jews, who offered their useless sacrifices, they offer up their useless prayers to the apartment which Jesus has left, and Satan, pleased
with the deception of the professed followers of Christ, fastens them in his snare, and assumes a religious character, and leads the
minds of these professed christians to himself, and works with his power, his signs and lying wonders. Some he deceives in one way
and some in another. He has different delusions prepared to affect different minds. Some look with horror upon one deception, while
they readily receive another. Satan deceives some with Spiritualism. He also comes as an angel of light, and spreads his influence over
the land. | saw false reformations every where. The churches were elated, and considered that God was marvelously working for them,
when it was another spirit. It will die away and leave the world and the church in a worse condition than before. {1Spirtual Gifts Pg. 171}

| saw that God had honest children among the nominal Adventists, and the fallen churches, and ministers and people will yet be called
out from these churches, before the plagues shall be poured out, and they will gladly embrace the truth. Satan knows this, and before
the loud cry of the third angel, raises an excitement in these religious bodies, that those who have rejected the truth may think God is
with them. He hopes to deceive the honest, and lead them to think that God is still working for the churches. But the light will shine,
and every one of the honest ones will leave the fallen churches, and take their stand with the remnant. {1Spirtual Gifts Pg. 172}

It is those who by faith follow Jesus in the great work of the atonement, who receive the benefits of his mediation in their behalf;
while those who reject the light which brings to view this work of ministration, are not benefited thereby. The Jews who rejected the
light given at Christ's first advent, and refused to believe on him as the Saviour of the world, could not receive pardon through him.
When Jesus at his ascension entered by his own blood into the heavenly sanctuary to shed upon his disciples the blessings of his
mediation, the Jews were left in total darkness, to continue their useless sacrifices and offerings. The ministration of types and
shadows had ceased. That door by which men had formerly found access to God, was no longer open. The Jews had refused to seek
him in the only way whereby he could then be found, through the ministration in the sanctuary in Heaven. Therefore they found no
communion with God. To them the door was shut. They had no knowledge of Christ as the true sacrifice and the only mediator before
God; hence they could not receive the benefits of his mediation. {The Great Controversy Pg. 430}

| saw that if any held on to their property, and did not inquire of the Lord as to their duty, He would not make duty known, and they
would be permitted to keep their property, and in the time of trouble it would come up before them like a mountain to crush them, and
they would try to dispose of it, but would not be able. | heard some mourn like this: "The cause was languishing, God's people were



starving for the truth, and we made no effort to supply the lack; now our property is useless. O that we had let it go, and laid up
treasure in heaven!" {Counsel on Stewardship Pg. 60}

How hard it was for Lot to leave Sodom! Part of his family had to be left behind, and all the wealth he had accumulated had to be
sacrificed. He must go out from Sodom a poor man. The labor of years has to be counted in vain. He does not feel the terrible
necessity for God's judgment to fall upon the wicked city, and he still lingers. The angels urge his immediate departure; but Lot,
stupefied with sorrow for the loss of his children and property, still hesitates. The angels lay hold of his hands, and the hands of his
wife and children, and with merciful violence hasten them out of the city. When they reach the city limits, a word of command is
given with startling vehemence: "Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain,
lest ye be consumed.” A few moments' delay now, a few moments of hesitancy, a few moments' disregard of the warning, will cost the
fugitives their lives. They are not even to turn their eyes back to see if their beautiful home has survived the general ruin, or the storm
will burst upon them. God has delayed his retributive judgment only that they may escape. What care, what tenderness, to these four
who flee from the doomed city! {Signs of the Times, October 16, 1893}

Satan well knows that all whom he can lead to neglect prayer and the searching of the Scriptures, will be overcome by his attacks.
Therefore he invents every possible device to engross the mind. {The Great Controversy Pg.513}

The people of God are directed to the Scriptures as their safeguard against the influence of false teachers and the delusive power of
spirits of darkness. Satan employs every possible device to prevent men from obtaining a knowledge of the Bible; for its plain
utterances reveal his deceptions. At every revival of God's work the prince of evil is aroused to more intense activity; he is now
putting forth his utmost efforts for a final struggle against Christ and His followers. The last great delusion is soon to open before us.
Antichrist is to perform his marvelous works in our sight. So closely will the counterfeit resemble the true that it will be impossible to
distinguish between them except by the Holy Scriptures. {The Great Controversy Pg.593}

None but those who have fortified the mind with the truths of the Bible will stand through the last great conflict. To every soul will
come the searching test: Shall | obey God rather than men? The decisive hour is even now at hand. Are our feet planted on the rock of
God's immutable word? Are we prepared to stand firm in defense of the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus? {The Great
Controversy Pg.594}

Only those who have been diligent students of the Scriptures and who have received the love of the truth will be shielded from the
powerful delusion that takes the world captive....Satan will, if possible, prevent them from obtaining a preparation to stand in that day.
He will so arrange affairs as to hedge up their way, entangle them with earthly treasures, cause them to carry a heavy, wearisome
burden, that their hearts may be overcharged with the cares of this life and the day of trial may come upon them as a thief. {The Great
Controversy Pg.625}

The members of the church will individually be tested and proved. They will be placed in circumstances where they will be forced to
bear witness for the truth. Many will be called to speak before councils and in courts of justice, perhaps separately and alone. The
experience which would have helped them in this emergency they have neglected to obtain, and their souls are burdened with remorse
for wasted opportunities and neglected privileges. {Testimonies Volume 5 Pg.463}

If God has ever spoken by me, the time will come when you will be brought before councils, and every position of truth which you
hold will be severely criticized. The time that so many are now allowing to go to waste should be devoted to the charge that God has
given us of preparing for the approaching crisis..."Search the Scriptures.” Study your Bible as you have never studied it before.
Unless you arise to a higher, holier state in your religious life, you will not be ready for the appearing of our Lord. {Testimonies Volume 5
Pg. 716}

"These are perilous times for the church of God, and the greatest danger now is that of self-deception. Individuals professing to
believe the truth are blind to their own danger and wrongs. They reach the standard of piety which has been set up by their friends and
themselves, they are fellowshiped by their brethren, and are satisfied, while they entirely fail to reach the gospel standard set up by our
divine Lord. If they regard iniquity in their hearts, the Lord will not hear them. But with many it is not only regarded in the heart, but
openly carried out in the life; yet in many cases the wrongdoers receive no rebuke... {Testimonies Volume 1 Pg.214-215}

No soul is ever finally deserted of God, given up to his own ways, so long as there is any hope of his salvation. "Man turns from God,
not God from him." Our heavenly Father follows us with appeals and warnings and assurances of compassion, until further
opportunities and privileges would be wholly in vain. The responsibility rests with the sinner. By resisting the Spirit of God today, he
prepares the way for a second resistance of light when it comes with mightier power. Thus he passes on from one stage of resistance to
another, until at last the light will fail to impress, and he will cease to respond in any measure to the Spirit of God. Then even "the
light that is in thee" has become darkness. The very truth we do know has become so perverted as to increase the blindness of the soul.
{Thoughts from the Mount of Blessings Pg.93}
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