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""Judge Not, That Ye Be Not Judged™

"These are perilous times for the church of God, and the greatest danger now is that of self-deception. Individuals professing to
believe the truth are blind to their own danger and wrongs. They reach the standard of piety which has been set up by their friends and
themselves, they are fellowshiped by their brethren, and are satisfied, while they entirely fail to reach the gospel standard set up by our
divine Lord. If they regard iniquity in their hearts, the Lord will not hear them. But with many it is not only regarded in the heart, but
openly carried out in the life; yet in many cases the wrongdoers receive no rebuke... {Testimonies Volume 1 Pg.214-215}

The Christian should withdraw himself from the company of those who are as a snare to his soul. When you come in contact with
those whom you cannot lift into a pure and holy atmosphere, because their moral tastes are wholly perverted, you must shun their
society. Persons of this class have generally a strong will and positive temperament, and when wrought upon by the enemy of God,
they become efficient agents in leading souls from the path of righteousness to paths that are false and dangerous. The moral
atmosphere surrounding these souls is tainted with evil, and exerts only a defiling influence. {Our High Calling Pg. 256}

The effort to earn salvation by one's own works inevitably leads men to pile up human exactions as a barrier against sin. For, seeing
that they fail to keep the law, they will devise rules and regulations of their own to force themselves to obey. All this turns the mind
away from God to self. His love dies out of the heart, and with it perishes love for his fellow men. A system of human invention, with
its multitudinous exactions, will lead its advocates to judge all who come short of the prescribed human standard. The atmosphere of
selfish and narrow criticism stifles the noble and generous emotions, and causes men to become self-centered judges and petty spies.

The Pharisees were of this class. They came forth from their religious services, not humbled with a sense of their own weakness, not
grateful for the great privileges that God had given them. They came forth filled with spiritual pride, and their theme was, "Myself, my
feelings, my knowledge, my ways." Their own attainments became the standard by which they judged others. Putting on the robes of
self-dignity, they mounted the judgment seat to criticize and condemn.

The people partook largely of the same spirit, intruding upon the province of conscience and judging one another in matters that lay
between the soul and God. It was in reference to this spirit and practice that Jesus said, "Judge not, that ye be not judged." That is, do
not set yourself up as a standard. Do not make your opinions, your views of duty, your interpretations of Scripture, a criterion for
others and in your heart condemn them if they do not come up to your ideal. Do not criticize others, conjecturing as to their motives
and passing judgment upon them.

"Judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make
manifest the counsels of the hearts.” 1 Corinthians 4:5. We cannot read the heart. Ourselves faulty, we are not qualified to sit in
judgment upon others. Finite men can judge only from outward appearance. To Him alone who knows the secret springs of action, and
who deals tenderly and compassionately, is it given to decide the case of every soul.

"Thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou
that judgest doest the same things." Romans 2:1. Thus those who condemn or criticize others, proclaim themselves guilty, for they do
the same things. In condemning others, they are passing sentence upon themselves, and God declares that this sentence is just. He
accepts their own verdict against themselves. "These clumsy feet, still in the mire, Go crushing blossoms without end; These hard,
well-meaning hands we thrust Among the heartstrings of a friend."

"Why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye?" Matthew 7:3. Even the sentence, "Thou that judgest doest the same
things," does not reach the magnitude of his sin who presumes to criticize and condemn his brother. Jesus said, "Why beholdest thou
the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye?"

His words describe one who is swift to discern a defect in others. When he thinks he has detected a flaw in the character or the life he
is exceedingly zealous in trying to point it out; but Jesus declares that the very trait of character developed in doing this un-Christlike
work, is, in comparison with the fault criticized, as a beam in proportion to a mote. It is one's own lack of the spirit of forbearance and
love that leads him to make a world of an atom. Those who have never experienced the contrition of an entire surrender to Christ do
not in their life make manifest the softening influence of the Saviour's love. They misrepresent the gentle, courteous spirit of the



gospel and wound precious souls, for whom Christ died. According to the figure that our Saviour uses, he who indulges a censorious
spirit is guilty of greater sin than is the one he accuses, for he not only commits the same sin, but adds to it conceit and censoriousness.

Christ is the only true standard of character, and he who sets himself up as a standard for others is putting himself in the place of
Christ. And since the Father "hath committed all judgment unto the Son" (John 5:22), whoever presumes to judge the motives of
others is again usurping the prerogative of the Son of God. These would-be judges and critics are placing themselves on the side of
antichrist, "who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshiped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple
of God, showing himself that he is God." 2 Thessalonians 2:4.

The sin that leads to the most unhappy results is the cold, critical, unforgiving spirit that characterizes Pharisaism. When the religious
experience is devoid of love, Jesus is not there; the sunshine of His presence is not there. No busy activity or Christless zeal can
supply the lack. There may be a wonderful keenness of perception to discover the defects of others; but to everyone who indulges this
spirit, Jesus says, ""Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out
of thy brother's eye." He who is guilty of wrong is the first to suspect wrong. By condemning another he is trying to conceal or excuse
the evil of his own heart. It was through sin that men gained the knowledge of evil; no sooner had the first pair sinned than they began
to accuse each other; and this is what human nature will inevitably do when uncontrolled by the grace of Christ.

When men indulge this accusing spirit, they are not satisfied with pointing out what they suppose to be a defect in their brother. If
milder means fail of making him do what they think ought to be done, they will resort to compulsion. Just as far as lies in their power
they will force men to comply with their ideas of what is right. This is what the Jews did in the days of Christ and what the church has
done ever since whenever she has lost the grace of Christ. Finding herself destitute of the power of love, she has reached out for the
strong arm of the state to enforce her dogmas and execute her decrees. Here is the secret of all religious laws that have ever been
enacted, and the secret of all persecution from the days of Abel to our own time. Christ does not drive but draws men unto Him. The
only compulsion which He employs is the constraint of love. When the church begins to seek for the support of secular power, it is
evident that she is devoid of the power of Christ--the constraint of divine love.

But the difficulty lies with the individual members of the church, and it is here that the cure must be wrought. Jesus bids the accuser
first cast the beam out of his own eye, renounce his censorious spirit, confess and forsake his own sin, before trying to correct others.
For "a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; neither doth a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit." Luke 6:43. This accusing spirit
which you indulge is evil fruit, and shows that the tree is evil. It is useless for you to build yourselves up in self-righteousness. What
you need is a change of heart. You must have this experience before you are fitted to correct others; for "out of the abundance of the
heart the mouth speaketh." Matthew 12:34.

When a crisis comes in the life of any soul, and you attempt to give counsel or admonition, your words will have only the weight of
influence for good that your own example and spirit have gained for you. You must be good before you can do good. You cannot exert
an influence that will transform others until your own heart has been humbled and refined and made tender by the grace of Christ.
When this change has been wrought in you, it will be as natural for you to live to bless others as it is for the rosebush to yield its
fragrant bloom or the vine its purple clusters.

If Christ is in you "the hope of glory," you will have no disposition to watch others, to expose their errors. Instead of seeking to accuse
and condemn, it will be your object to help, to bless, and to save. In dealing with those who are in error, you will heed the injunction,
Consider "thyself, lest thou also be tempted." Galatians 6:1. You will call to mind the many times you have erred and how hard it was
to find the right way when you had once left it. You will not push your brother into greater darkness, but with a heart full of pity will
tell him of his danger. He who looks often upon the cross of Calvary, remembering that his sins placed the Saviour there, will never
try to estimate the degree of his guilt in comparison with that of others. He will not climb upon the judgment seat to bring accusation
against another. There can be no spirit of criticism or self-exaltation on the part of those who walk in the shadow of Calvary's cross.

Not until you feel that you could sacrifice your own self-dignity, and even lay down your life in order to save an erring brother, have
you cast the beam out of your own eye so that you are prepared to help your brother. Then you can approach him and touch his heart.
No one has ever been reclaimed from a wrong position by censure and reproach; but many have thus been driven from Christ and led
to seal their hearts against conviction. A tender spirit, a gentle, winning deportment, may save the erring and hide a multitude of sins.
The revelation of Christ in your own character will have a transforming power upon all with whom you come in contact. Let Christ be
daily made manifest in you, and He will reveal through you the creative energy of His word--a gentle, persuasive, yet mighty
influence to re-create other souls in the beauty of the Lord our God. {Thoughts From The Mount of Blessings Pg.122-128}
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