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True Sanctification Needed

Two nights ago, | awoke at ten o'clock, heavily burdened in regard to the lack of the Holy Spirit's working among our people. | rose
and walked the room, pleading with the Lord to come closer, very much closer, to His people, endowing them with such power that
they may work His work so mightily that through them may be revealed the abundant grace of Christ. . ..

In the Sermon on the Mount, Christ has given a definition of true sanctification. He lived a life of holiness. He was an object lesson of
what His followers are to be. We are to be crucified with Christ, buried with Him, and then quickened by His Spirit. Then we are filled
with His life.

The Work of a Lifetime.--Our sanctification is God's object in all His dealing with us. He has chosen us from eternity that we may be
holy. Christ gave Himself for our redemption, that through our faith in His power to save from sin, we might be made complete in
Him. In giving us His Word, He has given us bread from heaven. He declares that if we eat His flesh and drink His blood, we shall
receive eternal life.

Why do we not dwell more upon this? Why do we not strive to make it easily understood, when it means so much? Why do not
Christians open their eyes to see the work God requires them to do. Sanctification is the progressive work of a lifetime. The Lord
declares, "This is the will of God, even your sanctification" (1 Thess. 4:3). Is it your will that your desires and inclinations shall be
brought into conformity to the divine will? As Christians, we have pledged ourselves to realize and fulfill our responsibilities and to
show to the world that we have a close connection with God. Thus, through the godly words and works of His disciples, Christ is to be
represented.

God demands of us perfect obedience to His law-- the expression of His character. "Do we then make void the law through faith? God
forbid: yea, we establish the law" (Rom. 3:31). This law is the echo of God's voice, saying to us, Holier, yes, holier still. Desire the
fullness of the grace of Christ; yea, long--hunger and thirst-- after righteousness. The promise is, "Ye shall be filled." Let your heart be
filled with an intense longing for this righteousness, the work of which God's Word declares is peace, and its effect quietness and
assurance forever.

Partakers of the Divine Nature.--1t is our privilege to be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the
world through lust. God has plainly stated that He requires us to be perfect; and because He requires this, He has made provision that
we may be partakers of the divine nature. Only thus can we gain success in our striving for eternal life. The power is given by Christ.
"As many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God" (John 1:12).

God requires of us conformity to His image. Holiness is the reflection from His people of the bright rays of His glory. But in order to
reflect this glory, man must work with God. The heart and mind must be emptied of all that leads to wrong. The Word of God must be
read and studied with an earnest desire to gain from it spiritual power. The bread of heaven must be eaten and digested, that it may
become a part of the life. Thus we gain eternal life. Then is answered the prayer of the Saviour, "Sanctify them through thy truth: thy
word is truth."--Letter 153, 1902.

Opinions and Practices to Be Conformed to God's Word.--There are many who claim that they have been sanctified to God, and yet
when the great standard of righteousness is presented to them they become greatly excited and manifest a spirit which proves that they
know nothing of what it means to be sanctified. They have not the mind of Christ; for those who are truly sanctified will reverence and
obey the Word of God as fast as it is opened to them, and they will express a strong desire to know what is truth on every point of
doctrine. An exultant feeling is no evidence of sanctification. The assertion, "I am saved, | am saved," does not prove that the soul is
saved or sanctified.

Many who are greatly excited are told that they are sanctified, when they have no intelligent idea of what the term means, for they
know not the Scriptures or the power of God. They flatter themselves that they are in conformity to the will of God because they feel
happy; but when they are tested, when the Word of God is brought to bear upon their experience, they stop their ears from hearing the
truth, saying, "I am sanctified,” and that puts an end to the controversy. They will have nothing to do with searching the Scriptures to

know what is truth, and prove that they are fearfully self-deceived. Sanctification means very much more than a flight of feeling.
{3Selected Messages 201-204}

Angels of God have kept a faithful record of every act, however secret you may have thought you were in its committal. God discerns
the purposes of man and all his works. Every man will be rewarded according as his works have been, whether good or evil. That
which a man sows will he also reap. There will be no failure in the crop. The harvest is sure and plentiful. You have tried to blind your
brethren in regard to your course. How could you do so, when you knew that you were guilty in the sight of God? If you value your
soul's salvation, make thorough work for eternity. You will have to make a clean track behind you by thorough confession. You need a
thorough conversion--a transformation of self by the renewing of your mind. Your self-esteem must be {Testimonies Vol. Pg.301}
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