THE PRESENT TRUTH

Bishop Stephen D. Lewis
Keep Moving Forward

Many have a vivid, unsanctified sensitiveness which keeps them constantly on the alert for some word, some look, or some action
which they can construe as a lack of respect and appreciation. All this must be overcome. Everyone should go forward in the fear of
God, doing his best without being troubled by praise or offended by censure, serving God fervently, and learning to place the most
favorable interpretation upon whatever in others may seem offensive.

We may expect that false reports will circulate about us; but if we follow a straight course, if we remain indifferent to these things,
others will also be indifferent. Let us leave to God the care of our reputation. . . . Slander can be lived down by our manner of living; it
is not lived down by words of indignation. Let our great anxiety be to act in the fear of God, and show by our conduct that these
reports are false. No one can injure our character as much as ourselves. It is the weak trees and the tottering houses that need to be
constantly propped. When we show ourselves so anxious to protect our reputation against attacks from the outside, we give the
impression that it is not blameless before God, and that it needs therefore to be continually bolstered up. {Our High Calling Pg.240}

God has given us, as His servants, our work. He has given us a message to bear to His people.... We have trembled at the
responsibility, which we have accepted with much prayer and meditation. We have stood as God's ambassadors, in Christ's stead
beseeching souls to be reconciled to God. We have warned of danger as God has presented before us the perils of His people. Our
work has been given us of God. What, then, will be the condition of those who refuse to hear the words which God has sent them,
because they cross their track or reprove their wrongs? If you are thoroughly convinced that God has not spoken by us, why not act in
accordance with your faith and have no more to do with a people who are under so great a deception as this people are? If you have
been moving according to the dictates of the Spirit of God you are right and we are wrong. God is either teaching His church,
reproving their wrongs and strengthening their faith, or He is not. This work is of God, or it is not. God does nothing in partnership
with Satan. My work for the past thirty years bears the stamp of God or the stamp of the enemy. There is no halfway work in the
matter. The Testimonies are of the Spirit of God, or of the devil. In arraying yourself against the servants of God you are doing a work
either for God or for the devil. "By their fruits ye shall know them." What stamp does your work bear? It will pay to look critically at
the result of your course. {Testimonies Volume 4, Pg.229}

If one of these little ones shall be overcome, and commit a wrong against you, then it is your work to seek his restoration. Do not wait
for him to make the first effort for reconciliation. "How think ye?" said Jesus; "if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them be
gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray? And if so be
that he find it, verily | say unto you, he rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine which went not astray. Even so it is
not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one of these little ones should perish."”

In the spirit of meekness, "considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted,” (Gal. 6:1), go to the erring one, and "tell him his fault
between thee and him alone.” Do not put him to shame by exposing his fault to others, nor bring dishonor upon Christ by making
public the sin or error of one who bears His name. Often the truth must be plainly spoken to the erring; he must be led to see his error,
that he may reform. But you are not to judge or to condemn. Make no attempt at self-justification. Let all your effort be for his
recovery. In treating the wounds of the soul, there is need of the most delicate touch, the finest sensibility. Only the love that flows
from the Suffering One of Calvary can avail here. With pitying tenderness, let brother deal with brother, knowing that if you succeed,
you will "save a soul from death," and "hide a multitude of sins." James 5:20.

But even this effort may be unavailing. Then, said Jesus, "take with thee one or two more." It may be that their united influence will
prevail where that of the first was unsuccessful. Not being parties to the trouble, they will be more likely to act impartially, and this
fact will give their counsel greater weight with the erring one.

If he will not hear them, then, and not till then, the matter is to be brought before the whole body of believers. Let the members of the
church, as the representatives of Christ, unite in prayer and loving entreaty that the offender may be restored. The Holy Spirit will
speak through His servants, pleading with the wanderer to return to God. Paul the apostle, speaking by inspiration, says, "As though
God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.” 2 Cor. 5:20. He who rejects this united overture
has broken the tie that binds him to Christ, and thus has severed himself from the fellowship of the church. Henceforth, said Jesus, "let
him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican." But he is not to be regarded as cut off from the mercy of God. Let him not be
despised or neglected by his former brethren, but be treated with tenderness and compassion, as one of the lost sheep that Christ is still
seeking to bring to His fold.

Christ's instruction as to the treatment of the erring repeats in more specific form the teaching given to Israel through Moses: "Thou
shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt in anywise rebuke thy neighbor, that thou bear not sin for him." Lev. 19:17, margin.
That is, if one neglects the duty Christ has enjoined, of trying to restore those who are in error and sin, he becomes a partaker in the
sin. For evils that we might have checked, we are just as responsible as if we were guilty of the acts ourselves.

But it is to the wrongdoer himself that we are to present the wrong. We are not to make it a matter of comment and criticism among
ourselves; nor even after it is told to the church, are we at liberty to repeat it to others. A knowledge of the faults of Christians will be



only a cause of stumbling to the unbelieving world; and by dwelling upon these things, we ourselves can receive only harm; for it is
by beholding that we become changed. While we seek to correct the errors of a brother, the Spirit of Christ will lead us to shield him,
as far as possible, from the criticism of even his own brethren, and how much more from the censure of the unbelieving world. We
ourselves are erring, and need Christ's pity and forgiveness, and just as we wish Him to deal with us, He bids us deal with one another.

"Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." You
are acting as the ambassadors of heaven, and the issues of your work are for eternity. {Desire of Ages Pg. 440- 442}



