their voices, and with terrible distinctness exclaim, “Blessed is He that
cometh in the name of the Lord!”

Then Jesus and the holy angels, accompanied by all the saints,
again go to the city, and the bitter lamentations and wailings of the
doomed wicked fill the air. Then I saw that Satan again commenced his
work. He passed around among his subjects and made the weak and
feeble strong, and told them that he and his angels were powerful. He
pointed to the countless millions who had been raised. There were
mighty warriors and kings who were well skilled in battle and who had
conquered kingdoms. And there were mighty giants and valiant men
who had never lost a battle. There was the proud, ambitious Napoleon,
whose approach had caused kingdoms to tremble. There stood men of
lofty stature and dignified bearing, who had fallen in battle while thirst-
ing to conquer.

As they come forth from their graves, they resume the current of
their thoughts where it ceased in death. They possess the same desire to
conquer which ruled when they fell. Satan consults with his angels, and
then with those kings and conquerors and mighty men. Then he looks
over the vast army, and tells them that the company in the city is small
and feeble, and that they can go up and take it, and cast out its inhabi-
tants, and possess its riches and glory themselves.

Satan succeeds in deceiving them, and all immediately begin to pre-
pare themselves for battle. There are many skillful men in that vast
army, and they construct all kinds of implements of war. Then with Sa-
tan at their head, the multitude move on. Kings and warriors follow
close after Satan, and the multitude follow after in companies. Each
company has its leader, and order is observed as they march over the
broken surface of the earth to the Holy City. Jesus closes the gates of the
city, and this vast army surround it, and place themselves in battle array,
expecting a fierce conflict. {The Story of Redemption, Pg.418 421}
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Changing Cleveland One By One

Bishop Stephen D. Lewis

The First to Fall

No language can express the longing which the disobedient and disloyal
feel for that which they have lost forever--eternal life. Men whom the
world has worshiped for their talents and eloquence now see these things
in their true light. They realize what they have forfeited by transgression,
and they fall at the feet of those whose fidelity they have despised and
derided, and confess that God has loved them.

The people see that they have been deluded. They accuse one another
of having led them to destruction; but all unite in heaping their bitterest
condemnation upon the ministers. Unfaithful pastors have prophesied
smooth things; they have led their hearers to make void the law of God
and to persecute those who would keep it holy. Now, in their despair,
these teachers confess before the world their work of deception. The mul-
titudes are filled with fury. “We are lost!” they cry, “and you are the
cause of our ruin;” and they turn upon the false shepherds. The very ones
that once admired them most will pronounce the most dreadful curses
upon them. The very hands that once crowned them with laurels will be
raised for their destruction. The swords which were to slay God’s people
are now employed to destroy their enemies. Everywhere there is strife and
bloodshed.

For six thousand years the great controversy has been in progress;
The time has come for God to vindicate the authority of His downtrodden
law. Now the controversy is not alone with Satan, but with men. The false
watchmen are the first to fall.

For six thousand years, Satan’s work of rebellion has “made the earth
to tremble.” He had “made the world as a wilderness, and destroyed the
cities thereof.” And he “opened not the house of his prisoners.” For six
thousand years his prison house has received God’s people, and he would
have held them captive forever; but Christ had broken his bonds and set
the prisoners free. {The Great Controversy, Pg. 654-659}

In this fearful time, just before Christ is to come the second time,
God’s faithful preachers will have to bear a still more pointed testimony



than was borne by John the Baptist. A responsible, important work is before
them; and those who speak smooth things, God will not acknowledge as His
shepherds. A fearful woe is upon them. {Testimonies, Volume 1, Pg. 321}

My attention was again directed to the earth. The wicked had been de-
stroyed, and their dead bodies were lying on its surface. The wrath of God in
the seven last plagues had been visited upon the inhabitants of the earth,
causing them to gnaw their tongues from pain and to curse God. The false
shepherds had been the signal objects of Jehovah’s wrath. Their eyes had
consumed away in their holes, and their tongues in their mouths, while they
stood upon their feet. After the saints had been delivered by the voice of
God, the wicked multitude turned their rage upon one another. The earth
seemed to be deluged with blood, and dead bodies were from one end of it to
the other.

The earth looked like a desolate wilderness. Cities and villages, shaken
down by the earthquake, lay in heaps. Mountains had been moved out of
their places, leaving large caverns. Ragged rocks, thrown out by the sea, or
torn out of the earth itself, were scattered all over its surface. Large trees had
been uprooted and were strewn over the land. Here is to be the home of Satan
with his evil angels for a thousand years. Here he will be confined, to wander
up and down over the broken surface of the earth and see the effects of his
rebellion against God’s law. For a thousand years he can enjoy the fruit of
the curse which he has caused. Limited alone to the earth, he will not have
the privilege of ranging to other planets, to tempt and annoy those who have
not fallen. During this time Satan suffers extremely. Since his fall his evil
traits have been in constant exercise. But he is then to be deprived of his
power and left to reflect upon the part which he has acted since his fall, and
to look forward with trembling and terror to the dreadful future, when he
must suffer for all the evil that he has done and be punished for all the sins
that he has caused to be committed.

I heard shouts of triumph from the angels and from the redeemed saints
which sounded like ten thousand musical instruments, because they were to
be no more annoyed and tempted by Satan and because the inhabitants of
other worlds were delivered from his presence and his temptations.

Then I saw thrones, and Jesus and the redeemed saints sat upon them;
and the saints reigned as kings and priests unto God. Christ, in union with
His people, judged the wicked dead, comparing their acts with the Statute
Book, the Word of God, and deciding every case according to the deeds done
in the body. Then they meted out to the wicked the portion which they must
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suffer, according to their works; and it was written against their names in
the book of death. Satan also and his angels were judged by Jesus and the
saints. Satan’s punishment was to be far greater than that of those whom
he had deceived. His suffering would so far exceed theirs as to bear no
comparison with it. After all those whom he had deceived had perished,
Satan was still to live and suffer on much longer.

After the judgment of the wicked dead had been finished, at the end
of the one thousand years, Jesus left the city, and the saints and a train of
the angelic host followed Him. Jesus descended upon a great mountain,
which, as soon as His feet touched it, parted asunder and became a mighty
plain. Then we looked up and saw the great and beautiful city, with
twelve foundations and twelve gates, three on each side, and an angel at
each gate. We cried out, “The city! the great city! It is coming down from
God out of heaven!” And it came down in all its splendor and dazzling
glory, and settled in the mighty plain which Jesus had prepared for it.

Then Jesus and all the retinue of holy angels, and all the redeemed
saints, left the city. The angels surrounded their Commander and escorted
Him on His way, and the train of redeemed saints followed. Then, in terri-
ble, fearful majesty, Jesus called forth the wicked dead; and they came up
with the same feeble, sickly bodies that went into the grave. What a spec-
tacle! What a scene! At the first resurrection all came forth in immortal
bloom, but at the second the marks of the curse are visible on all. The
kings and noblemen of the earth, the mean and low, the learned and
unlearned, come forth together. All behold the Son of man; and those very
men who despised and mocked Him, who put the crown of thorns upon
His sacred brow and smote Him with the reed, behold Him in all His
kingly majesty. Those who spat upon Him in the hour of His trial now
turn from His piercing gaze and from the glory of His countenance. Those
who drove the nails through His hands and feet now look upon the marks
of His crucifixion. Those who thrust the spear into His side behold the
marks of their cruelty on His body. And they know that He is the very one
whom they crucified and derided in His expiring agony. And then there
arises one long protracted wail of agony, as they flee to hide from the
presence of the King of kings and Lord of lords.

All are seeking to hide in the rocks, to shield themselves from the ter-
rible glory of Him whom they once despised. And, overwhelmed and
pained with His majesty and exceeding glory, they with one accord raise



