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SATAN WELL KNOWS that all whom he can lead to 
neglect prayer and the searching of the Scriptures, will 
be overcome by his attacks. Therefore he invents every 
possible device to engross the mind. {The Great Controversy, 
Pg. 513} 

None but those who have fortified the mind with the 
truths of the Bible will stand through the last great 
conflict.... The people of God are directed to the 
Scriptures as their safeguard against the influence of 
false teachers and the delusive power of spirits of 
darkness. Satan employs every possible device to 
prevent men from obtaining a knowledge of the Bible; 
for its plain utterances reveal his deceptions. At every 
revival of God’s work the prince of evil is aroused to 
more intense activity; he is now putting forth his 
utmost efforts for a final struggle against Christ and 
His followers. The last great delusion is soon to open 
before us. Antichrist is to perform his marvelous 
works in our sight. So closely will the counterfeit 
resemble the true that it will be impossible to 
distinguish between them except by the Holy 
Scriptures…. {The Great Controversy, Pg. 593-594} 

Only those who have been diligent students of the 
Scriptures and who have received the love of the truth 
will be shielded from the powerful delusion that takes 
the world captive….Satan will, if possible, prevent 
them from obtaining a preparation to stand in that 
day. He will so arrange affairs as to hedge up their way, 
entangle them with earthly treasures, cause them to 
carry a heavy, wearisome burden, that their hearts may 
be overcharged with the cares of this life and the day of 
trial may come upon them as a thief. {The Great 
Controversy, Pg. 625} 

The members of the church will individually be tested 
and proved. They will be placed in circumstances where 
they will be forced to bear witness for the truth. Many 
will be called to speak before councils and in courts of 
justice, perhaps separately and alone. The experience 
which would have helped them in this emergency they 
have neglected to obtain, and their souls are burdened 

with remorse for wasted opportunities and neglected 
privileges.  {Testimonies, Volume 5 Pg. 463}  

If God has ever spoken by me, the time will come when 
you will be brought before councils, and every position 
of truth which you hold will be severely criticized. The 
time that so many are now allowing to go to waste 
should be devoted to the charge that God has given us 
of preparing for the approaching crisis… “Search the 
Scriptures.” Study your Bible as you have never studied 
it before. Unless you arise to a higher, holier state in 
your religious life, you will not be ready for the 
appearing of our Lord.  {Testimonies Volume 5 Pg. 716} 

The world is a theater; the actors, its inhabitants, are 
preparing to act their part in the last great drama. 
With the great masses of mankind there is no unity, 
except as men confederate to accomplish their selfish 
purposes. God is looking on. His purposes in regard to 
His rebellious subjects will be fulfilled. The world has 
not been given into the hands of men, though God is 
permitting the elements of confusion and disorder to 
bear sway for a season. Transgression has almost 
reached its limit. Confusion fills the world, and a great 
terror is soon to come upon human beings. The end is 
very near. We who know the truth should be preparing 
for what is soon to break upon the world as an 
overwhelming surprise. {Testimonies, Volume 8, Pg. 28} 

On one occasion, when in New York City, I was in the 
night season called upon to behold buildings rising 
story after story toward heaven. These buildings were 
warranted to be fireproof, and they were erected to 
glorify the owners and builders. Higher and still higher 
these buildings rose, and in them the most costly 
material was used. Those to whom these buildings 
belonged were not asking themselves: “How can we best 
glorify God?” The Lord was not in their thoughts….   

As these lofty buildings went up, the owners rejoiced 
with ambitious pride that they had money to use in 
gratifying self and provoking the envy of their 
neighbors. Much of the money that they thus invested 



had been obtained through exaction, through grinding 
down the poor. They forgot that in heaven an account 
of every business transaction is kept; every unjust 
deal, every fraudulent act, is there recorded. The time 
is coming when in their fraud and insolence men will 
reach a point that the Lord will not permit them to 
pass, and they will learn that there is a limit to the 
forbearance of Jehovah. The scene that next passed 
before me was an alarm of fire. Men looked at the lofty 
and supposedly fire-proof buildings and said: “They are 
perfectly safe.” But these buildings were consumed as 
if made of pitch. The fire engines could do nothing to 
stay the destruction. The firemen were unable to 
operate the engines….   

There are not many, even among educators and 

statesmen, who comprehend the causes that underlie 
the present state of society. Those who hold the reins of 
government are not able to solve the problem of moral 
corruption, poverty, pauperism, and increasing crime. 
They are struggling in vain to place business operations 
on a more secure basis. {Testimonies, Volume 9, Pg. 11-15}  

In the last solemn work few great men will be engaged. 
They are self-sufficient, independent of God, and He 
cannot use them. The Lord has faithful servants, who 
in the shaking, testing time will be disclosed to view. 
There are precious ones now hidden who have not 
bowed the knee to Baal. {Christian Service, Pg. 41}   ■  
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