THE PRESENT TRUTH

Evangelist Stephen D. Lewis

od’s Special Possession

LREADY KINGDOM is rising against

kingdom. There is not now a determined

engagement. As yet the four winds are

held until the servants of God shall be

sealed in their foreheads. Then the
powers of earth will marshal their forces for the last
great battle. How carefully we should improve the little
remaining period of our probation! {The Review and Herald,
November 27, 1900}

Just before we entered it [the time of trouble], we all
received the seal of the living God. Then I saw the four
angels cease to hold the four winds. And I saw famine,
pestilence and sword, nation rose against nation, and
the whole world was in confusion. {Day-Star, March 14,
1846}

Everything in the world is in an unsettled state. The
nations are angry, and great preparations for war are
being made. Nation is plotting against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom. The great day of God is
hasting greatly. But although the nations are mustering
their forces for war and bloodshed, the command to the
angels is still in force, that they hold the four winds
until the servants of God are sealed in their foreheads.
{The Review and Herald, January 28, 1909}

What is the seal of the living God, which is placed in the
foreheads of His people? It is a mark which angels, but
not human eyes, can read; for the destroying angel must
see this mark of redemption. The intelligent mind has
seen the sign of the cross of Calvary in the Lord's
adopted sons and daughters. The sin of the
transgression of the law of God is taken away. They have
on the wedding garment, and are obedient and faithful
to all God's commands. {Letter 126, 1898}

The Israelites placed over their doors a signature of
blood, to show that they were God's property. So the
children of God in this age will bear the signature God
has appointed. They will place themselves in harmony
with God's holy law. A mark is placed upon every one of
God's people just as verily as a mark was placed over the
doors of the Hebrew dwellings, to preserve the people
from the general ruin. God declares, “I gave them my

Sabbaths, to be a sign between me and them, that they

might know that [ am the Lord that sanctify them.” {The
Review and Herald, February 6, 1900}

Every soul in our world is the Lord's property, by
creation and by redemption. Each individual soul is on
trial for his life. Has he given to God that which belongs
to Him? Has he surrendered to God all that is His as His
purchased possession? All who cherish the Lord as their
portion in this life will be under His control, and will
receive the sign, the mark of God, which shows them to
be God's special possession. Christ's righteousness will
go before them, and the glory of the Lord will be their
rereward. The Lord protects every human being who
bears His sign. [Exodus 31:12-17 quoted.]

This recognition of God is of the highest value to every
human being. All who love and serve Him are very
precious in His sight. He would have them stand where
they are worthy representatives of the truth as it is in
Jesus. {Letter 77, 1899}

How few bear in mind that the tempter was once a
covering cherub, a being whom God created for His own
name's glory. Satan fell from his high position through
self-exaltation; he misused the high capabilities with
which God had so richly endowed him. He fell for the
same reason that thousands are falling today, because of
an ambition to be first, an unwillingness to be under
restraint. The Lord would teach man the lesson that,
though united in church capacity, he is not saved until
the seal of God is placed upon him....

The Lord has a work for us all to do. And if the truth is
not rooted in the heart, if the natural traits of character
are not transformed by the Holy Spirit, we can never be
colaborers with Jesus Christ. Self will constantly appear,
and the character of Christ will not be manifested in our
lives. {Letter 80, 1898}

In a little while every one who is a child of God will have
His seal placed upon him. O that it may be placed upon
our foreheads! Who can endure the thought of being
passed by when the angel goes forth to seal the servants
of God in their foreheads? {The Review and Herald, May 28,
1889}



Only those who receive the seal of the living God will
have the passport through the gates of the Holy City.
But there are many who take upon themselves
responsibilities in connection with the work of God who
are not wholehearted believers, and while they remain
thus cannot receive the seal of the living God. They
trust in their own righteousness, which the Lord
accounts as foolishness. {Letter 164, 1909}

Those who would have the seal of God in their foreheads
must keep the Sabbath of the fourth commandment.
This is what distinguishes them from the disloyal, who
have accepted a man- made institution in the place of
the true Sabbath. The observance of God's rest day is
the mark of distinction between him that serveth God

and him that serveth Him not. {Manuscript 27, 1899}

The seal of the living God will be placed upon those only
who bear a likeness to Christ in character. {The Review and
Herald, May 21, 1895}

As wax takes the impression of the seal, so the soul is to
take the impression of the Spirit of God and retain the
image of Christ. {The Signs of the Times, July 18, 1911,
reprinted from The Signs of the Times, December 26, 1892}

Many will not receive the seal of God because they do
not keep His commandments or bear the fruits of
righteousness. {Letter 76, 1900}

The great mass of professing Christians will meet with
bitter disappointment in the day of God. They have not
upon their foreheads the seal of the living God.
Lukewarm and halfhearted, they dishonor God far
more than the avowed unbeliever. They grope in
darkness, when they might be walking in the noonday
light of the Word, under the guidance of One who
never errs. {Letter 121, 1903}

Let us strive with all the power that God has given us to
be among the hundred and forty-four thousand. {The
Review and Herald, March 9, 1905} =
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