THE PRESENT TRUTH

Evangelist Stephen D. Lewis

Christ Is Watching

HAT IS CHRIST DOING in heaven?

He is interceding for us. By His work

the threshold of heaven is flushed

with the glory of God which will

shine upon every soul who will open
the windows of the soul heavenward. As the prayers of
the sincere and contrite ones ascend to heaven Christ
says to the Father, “I will take their sins. Let them stand
before you innocent.” As He takes their sins from them,
He fills their hearts with the glorious light of truth and
love. {Manuscript 28, 1901}

By His spotless life, His obedience, His death on the
cross of Calvary, Christ interceded for the lost race. And
now not as a mere petitioner does the Captain of our
salvation intercede for us, but as a conqueror claiming
His victory. His offering is complete, and as our
intercessor He executes His self-appointed work,
holding before God the censer containing His own
spotless merits and the prayers, confessions, and
thanksgiving of His people. Perfumed with the
fragrance of His righteousness, the incense ascends to
God as a sweet savor. The offering is wholly acceptable,
and pardon covers all transgression. To the true believer
Christ is indeed the minister of the sanctuary,
officiating for him in the sanctuary, and speaking
through God's appointed agencies.

Christ is able to save to the uttermost all who come to
Him in faith. He will cleanse them from all defilement if
they will let Him. But if they cling to their sins, they
cannot possibly be saved; for Christ's righteousness
covers no sin unrepented of. God has declared that those
who receive Christ as their Redeemer, accepting Him as
the One who takes away all sin, will receive pardon for
their transgressions. These are the terms of our election.
Man's salvation depends upon his receiving Christ by
faith. Those who will not receive Him lose eternal life
because they refused to avail themselves of the only
means provided by the Father and the Son for the
salvation of a perishing world. {Manuscript 142, 1899}

Christ is watching. He knows all about our burdens, our
dangers, and our difficulties; and He fills His mouth
with arguments in our behalf. He fits His intercessions
to the needs of each soul, as He did in the case of

Peter.... Our Advocate fills His mouth with arguments to
teach His tried, tempted ones to brace against Satan's
temptations. He interprets every movement of the
enemy. He orders events. {Letter 90, 1906}

Leaving the royal courts of heaven Christ came to our
world to represent the character of His Father, and thus
help humanity to return to their loyalty. The image of
Satan was upon men, and Christ came that He might
bring to them moral power and efficiency. He came as a
helpless babe, bearing the humanity we bear. “As the
children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself
likewise took part of the same.” He could not come in the
form of an angel; for unless He met man as man, and
testified by His connection with God that divine power
was not given to Him in a different way to what it will be
given to us, He could not be a perfect example for us. He
came in humility, in order that the humblest being upon
the face of the earth could have no excuse because of his
poverty, or ignorance, and say, Because of these things, I
cannot obey the law of Jehovah. Christ clothed His
divinity with humanity, that humanity might touch
humanity; that He might live with humanity and bear all
the trials and afflictions of man. He was tempted in all
points like as we are, yet without sin. In His humanity He
understood all the temptations that will come to man.
{Manuscript 21, 1895}

Satan well knows that all whom he can lead to neglect
prayer and the searching of the Scriptures, will be
overcome by his attacks. Therefore he invents every
possible device to engross the mind. {The Great Controversy,
513}

The people of God are directed to the Scriptures as their
safeguard against the influence of false teachers and the
delusive power of spirits of darkness. Satan employs
every possible device to prevent men from obtaining a
knowledge of the Bible; for its plain utterances reveal his
deceptions. At every revival of God's work the prince of
evil is aroused to more intense activity; he is now
putting forth his utmost efforts for a final struggle
against Christ and His followers. {Ibid, 593}

None but those who have fortified the mind with the
truths of the Bible will stand through the last great



conflict. To every soul will come the searching test: Shall
I obey God rather than men? The decisive hour is even
now at hand. Are our feet planted on the rock of God's
immutable word? Are we prepared to stand firm in
defense of the commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus? {Ibid, 594}

Only those who have been diligent students of the
Scriptures and who have received the love of the truth
will be shielded from the powerful delusion that takes
the world captive....Satan will, if possible, prevent them
from obtaining a preparation to stand in that day. He
will so arrange affairs as to hedge up their way, entangle
them with earthly treasures, cause them to carry a
heavy, wearisome burden, that their hearts may be
overcharged with the cares of this life and the day of
trial may come upon them as a thief. {Ibid, 625}

The members of the church will individually be tested
and proved. They will be placed in circumstances where
they will be forced to bear witness for the truth. Many
will be called to speak before councils and in courts of
justice, perhaps separately and alone. The experience
which would have helped them in this emergency they
have neglected to obtain, and their souls are burdened
with remorse for wasted opportunities and neglected
privﬂeges. {Testimonies, Vol. 5, 463}

If God has ever spoken by me, the time will come when
you will be brought before councils, and every position
of truth which you hold will be severely criticized. The
time that so many are now allowing to go to waste
should be devoted to the charge that God has given us
of preparing for the approaching crisis..."Search the
Scriptures.” Study your Bible as you have never studied
it before. Unless you arise to a higher, holier state in
your religious life, you will not be ready for the
appearing of our Lord. {Ibid, 716}

Satan is the leader of every species of rebellion today as
he was the originator of rebellion in the courts of
heaven. Standing next to Christ in power and honor, yet
he coveted the glory that belonged to the Son. He
desired to be equal with God. To carry out his purpose,
he concealed his true designs from the angels and
worked deceptively to secure their allegiance and honor
to himself. By sly insinuations, by which he made it
appear that Christ had assumed the place that belonged
to himself, Lucifer sowed the seeds of doubt in the
minds of many of the angels; and when he had won

their support, he carried the matter before God,
declaring that it was the sentiment of many of the
heavenly beings that he should have the preference to
Christ. {Ms 81, 1908}

We will not at this time follow the immediate results of
Satan’s rebellion and his expulsion from heaven, but let
us consider how his deceptive work is being continued
today among those who profess to be the loyal people of
God. In the hearts of many church members, there is
being carried on today the same work of rebellion and
disaffection; and the result is injury and weakness to the
church. They are Sabbath-keepers who have been
counted true and loyal, who are giving loose rein to their
ambitions and desires, and are uniting with the work of
the archdeceiver, and imperiling the prosperity of the
cause of God. The artful foe has found a place in many
hearts that should have no room for the selfish,
ambitious principles that are being promulgated. {Ms 81,
1908, par. 16}

Satan is Christ’s personal enemy. He is the originator of
every contention that is manifesting itself in Battle
Creek, and he is seeking to imbue with his spirit every
church in our ranks. He knows that the time is short,
and he seeks to gain every victory possible. Long has he
deceived mankind, and great is his power over the
human family; and his rage against the people of God
increases as he finds that the knowledge of God’s
requirements is extending to all parts of the world, and
that the light of present truth is shining to those who
have long sat in darkness. {Ms 81, 1908, par. 17}

There are those among us who claim to believe the
truth, yet who refuse to be sanctified through the truth.
When reproved for a wrong course, self immediately
rises up, and they stubbornly follow the devisings of the
enemy. Through their long opposition to the
testimonies of the Spirit of God, they are working out a
species of the rebellion that has hindered the
advancement of the kingdom of God in the earth
throughout the ages. There are those who are ever
seeking to have their own way, and to follow the
leadings of their own disposition. The result of all this is
weakness and confusion, evil surmisings and evil
devisings. Those who continually work on Satan’s side
of the question will carry out the plans of the deceiver
until they find themselves wholly departed from the
faith. {23LtMs, Ms 81, 1908, par. 18} =
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