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Glories of the

HE GARDEN OF EDEN remained upon the
earth long after man had become an outcast
from its pleasant paths. The fallen race
were long permitted to gaze upon the home
of innocence, their entrance barred only by
the watching angels. At the cherubim-guarded gate of
Paradise the divine glory was revealed. Hither came
Adam and his sons to worship God. Here they renewed

their vows of obedience to that law the transgression of
which had banished them from Eden. When the tide of
iniquity overspread the world, and the wickedness of
men determined their destruction by a flood of waters,
the hand that had planted Eden withdrew it from the
earth. But in the final restitution, when there shall be “a
new heaven and a new earth” (Revelation 21:1), it is to
be restored more gloriously adorned than at the
beginning.

Then they that have kept God's commandments shall
breathe in immortal vigor beneath the tree of life; and
through unending ages the inhabitants of sinless worlds
shall behold, in that garden of delight, a sample of the
perfect work of God's creation, untouched by the curse of
sin—a sample of what the whole earth would have
become, had man but fulfilled the Creator's glorious plan.

Adam is reinstated in his first dominion. Transported
with joy, he beholds the trees that were once his delight
—the very trees whose fruit he himself had gathered in
the days of his innocence and joy. He sees the vines that
his own hands have trained, the very flowers that he
once loved to care for. His mind grasps the reality of the
scene; he comprehends that this is indeed Eden
restored.

Restored to the tree of life in the long-lost Eden, the
redeemed will “grow up” (Malachi 4:2) to the full stature
of the race in its primeval glory. The last lingering traces
of the curse of sin will be removed, and Christ's faithful
ones will appear in “the beauty of the Lord our God,” in
mind and soul and body reflecting the perfect image of
their Lord. Oh, wonderful redemption! long talked of,
long hoped for, contemplated with eager anticipation,
but never fully understood.

The glory of the eternal world has been opened before

Eternal World

me. I want to tell you that Heaven is worth winning. It
should be the aim of your life to fit yourself for
association with the redeemed, with holy angels, and
with Jesus, the world's Redeemer. If we could have but
one view of the celestial city, we would never wish to
dwell on earth again. There are beautiful landscapes on
earth, and I enjoy all these prospects of loveliness in
nature. I associate them with the Creator. But I know
that if I love God, and keep His commandments, there is
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory
reserved in Heaven for me.

This earth, ... purified with fire, then ... will be much
more beautiful. The grass will be living green, and will
never wither. There will be roses and lilies, and all kinds
of flowers there. They will never blight or fade, or lose
their beauty and fragranceThe lion, we should much
dread and fear here, will then lie down with the lamb,
and everything in the New Earth will be peace and
harmony. The trees of the New Earth will be straight
and lofty, without deformity.

The saints will have crowns of glory upon their heads,
and harps of gold in their hands. They will play upon
the golden harp, and sing redeeming love, and make
melody unto God. Their former trials and suffering in
this world will be forgotten and lost amid the glories of
the New Earth.

Let all that is beautiful in our earthly home remind us
of the crystal river and green fields, the waving trees
and the living fountains, the shining city and the
white-robed singers, of our heavenly home—that
world of beauty which no artist can picture and no
mortal tongue describe.

Let your imagination picture the home of the saved, and
remember that it will be more glorious than your
brightest imagination can portray.

Human language is inadequate to describe the reward
of the righteous. It will be known only to those who
behold it.

There is the New Jerusalem, the metropolis of the
glorified new earth, “a crown of glory in the hand of the



”

Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God.” “Her
light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a
jasper stone, clear as crystal.” “The nations of them
which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the
kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into
it.” Saith the Lord: “I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in
my people.” ...

In the City of God “there shall be no night.” None will
need or desire repose. There will be no weariness in
doing the will of God and offering praise to His name.
We shall ever feel the freshness of the morning and shall
ever be far from its close. “And they need no candle,
neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them
light” The light of the sun will be superseded by a
radiance which is not painfully dazzling, yet which
immeasurably surpasses the brightness of our noontide.
The glory of God and the Lamb floods the Holy City
with unfading light. The redeemed walk in the sunless
glory of perpetual day.

“I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and
the Lamb are the temple of it.” The people of God are
privileged to hold open communion with the Father and
the Son. “Now we see through a glass, darkly.” We
behold the image of God reflected, as in a mirror, in the
works of nature and in His dealings with men; but then
we shall see Him face to face, without a dimming veil
between. We shall stand in His presence and behold the
glory of His countenance.

There we shall know even as also we are known. There
the loves and sympathies that God has planted in the
soul will find truest and sweetest exercise. The pure
communion with holy beings, the harmonious social life
with the blessed angels and with the faithful ones of all
ages, the sacred fellowship that binds together “the
whole family in heaven and earth”—all are among the
experiences of the hereafter. {Maranatha, Pg. 354-356} =
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